BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council have been working consistently over the past 18 months to address road safety concerns within the village in particular relating to the 30mph zone in the centre of the village of Brindle.
Speed Surveys
After an initial report to the Road Safety Partnership raising speeding concerns in July 2023 as a consequence of which, and following site assessments, Lancashire Constabulary deemed that no speed enforcement was possible, the Parish Council started communications with the Road Safety Team at Lancashire County Council (LCC) to determine the current speeding data held by it, the speeding counter measures in place and ultimately, to request an additional speed survey to obtain data to support the provision of further road safety measures within the village.  
As a result of the Parish Council’s request, a speed survey was undertaken on Sandy Lane in December 2023 which produced 85th percentile speeds of 34mph and 35mph.    Following receipt of the data, the Parish Council held a Teams Meeting with the Road Safety Team Leader to discuss the methodology of the survey and the results. 
As a consequence of the Teams Meeting (where a marked discrepancy between traffic flows was highlighted) and at the request of the Parish Council, LCC agreed to a further speed survey which took place in February and March 2023.  The 85th percentile speed was 34mph and 35mph.    This is the most recent data set and more so than the 2023 information to which LCC has referred in other communication.
The Parish Council had been advised that a “full assessment” was to take place in November 2024 which was in fact a “desktop” survey covering April 2022 to March 2023 which showed an 85th percentile speed of 36mph.  Again, at the Parish Council’s request, the data analysis for January to December 2023 was expedited by LCC and showed an 85th percentile speed of 37.8mph.
Following receipt of the speed survey results for April 2022 to December 2023, Slow Down Save Lives signage has been erected on lamp posts within the village and will be in place between January and March 2025 and July and September 2025.
The Parish Council understands that Lancashire Constabulary have recently undertaken a further speed survey.   The results have been requested but not produced.  It has been reported that “…there wasn’t much data suggesting a massive speeding issue…”
Slow Down Save Lives
The Parish Council approached LCC Road Safety Team to request Slow Down Save Lives equipment for use throughout the Parish.  The Parish Council was immediately provided with day-glo jackets which were handed to members of the community for use plus bin stickers which were widely distributed.
The Parish Council also liaised with LCC during its risk assessment for the location of two Slow Down Save Lives banners which were kindly installed by members of the community.  The display of the banners is scheduled to be intermittent to maintain effectiveness.
SpID
The Parish Council agreed to purchase a SpID which is in situ on Sandy Lane. 
Prior to purchase, full investigations took place with a number of providers to ensure that the chosen SpID was suitable for location, topography, performance and intended use bearing in mind the Parish Council’s value for money obligations.  This included specific technical questions directed to the device manufacturers as well as advice and liaison with LCC re location and installation of posts and obtaining information from other Parish Councils regarding their experience of SpID purchase and operation.   As a result of those discussions, the Parish Council did not initially spend the extra sum to add a solar panel to the SpID, in order to maximise its mobility.  The battery has been changed manually pending the installation of a solar panel which is to be fitted this week by LCC.
The Parish Council has all times followed the LCC SpID Policy and Procedure which included attending a site meeting with LCC for the purpose of identifying and assessing potential locations, consultation with affected residents, placing the order and arranging for installation plus operating the device in line with guidelines.
White Lines
After a prolonged engagement, the Parish Council successfully obtained LCC’s agreement to refresh the road markings along the B5256/Sandy Lane end to end.  The final stage of works were completed in November 2024.
Liaison with Lancashire Constabulary regarding enforcement
The Parish Council has continually sought to arrange attendance of local community Police Officers at Council Meetings and maintains communication about traffic enforcement issues within the centre of the village including breaches of the weight limit on the B5256/Sandy Lane related to nearby commercial developments.  This conduct was also reported to the Planning Authority.
Traffic Enforcement
The Parish Council initiated engagement with the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner to discuss road safety concerns in a meeting on the 4 December 2023.
Parking
The Parish Council have contacted the Church, the Cavendish and users of the Community Hall regarding parking issues, particularly on a Wednesday which has prompted action from the Church and some users of the Community Hall.
Conclusion
The Parish Council will continue to work with LCC as Highway Authority and Lancashire Constabulary who are the responsible and empowered bodies.
Where the Parish Council is able to take action itself, it has done so and it continues to review and evaluate options for further action in the short and medium term.
